•S.IW* 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29355874 


INDEX 


Introduction 

Committees 

Staff  of  Department  ... 

Statistical  Summary  ... 

SECTION  I.  VITAL  STATISTICS, 

Births 

Deaths 

•••  •••  •••  «**  ••• 

Infant  Mortality... 

Maternal  Mortality 

SECTION  II.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

General  Incidence 

Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 
Scabies 
Tuberculosis 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 

SECTION  III.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Midwives 
Home  Helps 
Hospital  Admissions 
Ante-Natal  Care... 

Premature  Births 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics 
Test  Feeding 
Health  Visiting  ... 

Illegitimate  Children  ... 

Child  Life  Protection  ... 

Artificial  Sunlight  Clinics 
Nurseries  ... 

Dental  Treatment  for  Mothers  and  Children 


Pag 

3 

5 

6 
7 


8 

8 

10 

12 


13 

15 

15 

15 

15 

16 


16 

17 

18 
18 
19 

19 

20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
21 
22 


SECTION  IV.  SANITARY  WORK. 

HOUSING  ADMINISTRATION. 

New  Houses 
Houses  Demolished 

Clearance  Areas  and  Individual  Unfit  Houses 
Inspection  of  the  District,  Summary  and  Observations 
I^NT  Restrictions  Acts... 

General  Sanitary  Work  carried  out 
Inside  Water  Supply  and  Sinks 
Overcrowding 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

Summary  of  Inspections 
Smoke  Abatement... 

Disinfestation 

Workplaces 

CONTROL  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Food  Sampling  and  Analysis  ... 

Tuberculous  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  .. ' 

Milk  Designations  and  Sampling 

Supervision  of  Food  Premises 

Licensed  Premises 

Bakehouses... 

Ice  Cream  ... 


25 

26 
26 

27 

29 

29 

29 

29 


30 

30 

30 

31 


31 

35 

36 
38 
38 

38 

39 


Restaurants  and  Hotel  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Milk  and  Dairies...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods  ...  ...  ...  41 

Horseflesh  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Meat  and  Disease  Statistics  and  Analyses  ...  ...  42 

Inspection  of  Other  Foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  45 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  46 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES  47 

RATS  DESTRUCTION  48 

CARAVANS 48 

RAG  FLOCK  ACTS 48 

PLACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT  48 

SECTION  V.  MISCELLANEOUS. 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Dental  Treatment  for  Adolescents  ...  ...  ...  49 


♦ 


3 


Department  of  Public  Health, 

The  Guildhall,  Cambridge. 

June,  1949. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Cambridge. 
Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  first  report  as  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  the  Borough  ; one  of  a continuous  series  of  annual  reports 
since  the  year  1875.  As  I only  took  up  my  appointment  on  October 
1st,  the  report  deals  principally  with  the  administration  of  my  pre- 
decessor and,  while  I have  made  a number  of  changes  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  subject  matter,  I have  felt  unable  to  make  detailed 
comments  and,  therefore,  the  explanatory  text  is  kept  to  a minimum. 

The  year  1948  was  notable  in  Public  Health  in  two  particulars. 
It  was  the  centenary  year  of  organised  public  health  work  in  this 
country,  for  the  first  Public  Health  Act  came  into  force  in  1848.  The 
National  Health  Service  Act  of  1946  came  into  operation  on  July  5th, 
1948,  and  it  so  materially  altered  the  pattern  of  public  health 
administration  that  it  may  be  said  to  mark  the  end  of  an  era  as  well  as 
the  end  of  a century. 

At  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  first  Public  Health  Act,  and  for 
about  thirty  years  following  it,  public  health  workers  were  obliged  to 
give  their  first  attention  to  matters  of  sanitation,  using  the  word  in 
the  widest  sense  to  include  the  provision  of  pure  water  supply, 
adequate  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  schemes,  securing  certain 
minimal  provision  in  housing  accommodation  and  the  like.  In  1875 
another  Public  Health  Act  was  passed  which  codified  the  then 
existing  laws  relating  to  public  health  and  introduced  a great  deal  of 
new  legislation.  This  was  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  which  the  term 
''  monumental  ” can  properly  be  applied,  for  it  introduced  revolu- 
tionary concepts  in  Local  Government  and  formed  the  basis  of  all 
Public  Health  work  until  it  was  superseded  by  a newer  Act  in  1936. 
The  year  1875  was  also  notable  for  the  appointment  of  the  first 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  this  town.  Dr.  Bushell  Anningson. 

From  about  this  time  the  public  health  horizon  was  widened  to 
include  energetic  measures  for  preventing  the  spread  of  infectious 
disease  and,  a little  later,  measures  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of 
preventable  diseases.  By  the  first  decade  of  the  present  century, 
although  sanitary  circumstances  and  disease  prevention  methods 
were  by  no  means  perfect,  yet  it  was  apparent  that  progress  was  being 
made  on  the  right  lines,  and  so  it  was  possible  for  attention  to  be 
turned  to  other  matters  in  the  sphere  of  personal  welfare  and  health. 
In  1907  the  School  Medical  Service  was  inaugurated,  and  1918  saw  the 
beginning  of  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work  in  its  modern  form. 
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The  new  Act  of  1946  does  not  do  away  with  any  of  the  excellent 
services  which  have  grown  up  in  the  field  of  public  health,  but  it  does 
very  radically  alter  the  methods  of  providing  and  administering 
them.  In  particular,  it  removes  from  Non-County  Boroughs  many 
of  their  responsibilities  and  powers,  and  transfers  these  to  County 
Councils,  although  in  practice,  delegation  and  the  formation  of 
appropriate  sub-committees  have  enabled  the  Non-County  Boroughs 
to  continue  to  participate  in  the  health  services  to  a considerable 
extent.  It  is  too  early  to  say  how  the  new  arrangements  will  work 
or  what  will  ultimately  evolve  out  of  them,  but  it  seems  probable 
that  we  are  at  a point  in  social  medicine  when  a new  direction  will  be 
taken  as  it  was  in  1848,  1875  and  the  early  years  of  this  century. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

CYRIL  G.  EASTWOOD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

(January  to  December). 

The  Mayor. 

Chairman  : Alderman  E.  T.  Halnan. 

Members  : Alderman  Squires.  Councillors  Gibbs,  Balfour  Gourlay, 
Hardesty,  Naylor,  Knox-Shaw,  Overton,  Mrs.  Patterson,  C.  E. 

Ridgeon,  Scarlett. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  COMMITTEE. 

(January  to  June). 

The  Mayor. 

Chairman  : Councillor  Lady  Bragg. 

Members  : Councillors  Bull,  Gilbert,  Balfour  Gourlay,  Kerridge, 
Naylor,  Mrs.  Patterson,  Mrs.  Rackham,  Scarlett,  and  the  following 
co-opted  Members  : Dr.  C.  M.  Stevenson,  Miss  Oman,  Miss  A.  Graham, 

and  Mrs.  I.  Widdison. 

BOROUGH  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

SUB  COMMITTEE. 

(July  to  December). 

The  Mayor. 

Representatives  of  the  Borough  Council : 

Chairman  : Lady  Bragg,  Councillors  Bull,  Balfour  Gourlay, 
Kerridge,  Mallett,  Naylor,  Mrs.  Patterson,  and  Scarlett. 

Representatives  of  the  Cambs.  County  Council : 

Aldermen  Mrs.  Carter  and  Mrs.  Rackham,  and  Councillor  Mrs. 

Hepher. 

Co-opted  Members  : Mrs.  Cole,  Mrs.  Greaves,  and  Dr.  Stevenson. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

Cyril  G.  Eastwood,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

(from  October  1st,  1948). 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

J.  F.  Caithness,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

(Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health  until  October  \st,  and  Medical 

Superintendent  of  Borough  Isolation  Hospital  until  July  5th,  1948). 
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Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : 
Margaret  C.  K.  Patterson,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  D.O.  (Oxon.). 

Deputy  Supt.,  Isolation  Hospital : D'  Cameron,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (paTt-time). 

(Superintendent  from  July  5th.) 


Chief  Dental  Officer  : W.  Baird  Grandison,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S. 

(Edin.),  F.D.S.,  R.C.S.  (Eng.), 
(part-time,  also  engaged  in  School 
Medical  Service). 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 

Senior  Sampling  Officer  : D.  W.  Bottom.^  ^ 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors  : A.  Perrins.^  ^ 

T.  A.  Teal.^  2 
G.  P.  Lawrence. 1 ^ 

L.  G.  Owen  ^ (appointed  November 
24th). 

1 Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors'  Joint  Board. 

2 Meat  and  Foods  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

® Certificate  in  Sanitary  Science  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Matron  : Isolation  Hospital : Miss  D.  K.  Bell.  ^ ^ ® 

Matron  : Primrose  Croft 

Residential  Nursery  : Miss  M.  Brand.  ^ 


Matron  : Sedley  Nursery  : Miss  R.  Buxton.  ^ 

Warden  : Young  Street 

Nursery  : Miss  O.  Sander.  ® 


Health  Visitors  (part-time,  also  engaged  in  School  Medical  Service)  : 


Miss  T.  Gibbons.  ^ ® 

Miss  L.  J.  W.  Stephen.  ^ ® 
Miss  M.  Thomas.  ^ ^ ® 

Mrs.  V.  Hill.  ^ 6 

Miss  W.  G.  Lower.  4 5 7 n 


Miss  D.  P.  Guariento.  ^ ® 
Miss  J.  Pate. 4 lo  n 
Miss  L.  Tritton.  4510 
Mrs.  M.  Moseley^  ^ ® 
(commenced  January  20th). 


Municipal  Midwives  : Mrs.  Matthews.  ^ ® 

Miss  Meyer.  ^ 

Miss  Rattew.  ^ ® 

4 state  Registered  Nurse. 

^ Registered  Fever  Nurse. 

® State  Certified  Midwife.  ^ 

Registered  Sick  Children’s  Nurse. 

® Senior  Child  Care  Reserve  Certificate. 

® Health  Visitor’s  Certificate. 


Part  1 of  State  Certified  Midwife’s  Examination. 
44  Queen’s  Nurse. 
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Chief  Clerk  : J.  Lambert. 

Clerks  : E.  A.  C.  Rundle. 

Miss  M.  Smith. 

J.  Hiscock. 

Miss  J.  Burr. 

J.  Impey. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clerks  : Miss  L.  Sladen. 

Miss  B.  Marshall. 
Mrs.  M.  Watkins. 

Sanitary  Assistant : G.  E.  J.  Potter. 

Rodent  Operators  : P.  Poster. 

E.  POULTER. 


Statistical  Summary, 

1948 

Area  (acres)  

10,057 

Estimated  Population 

86,220 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

20,296 

Estimated  Rateable  Value  

/734,000 

Estimated  Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

£2,950 

Live  Births  ■ (685  males,  617  females)  ) Total  1,364. 

(Illegitimate  62  (25  males,  37  females)  ^ Birthrate,  15.8 


n.  Ml -p-  the  I Legitimate  (18  males,  10  females)  [ Total  31.  Rate  per 
^ ^Illegitimate  (1  male,  2 females)  1 1,000  total  births  22.2 

Deaths  390  males,  410  females.  Total  800.  Death  rate  9.3 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  \from  sepsis  0 

of,  childbirth.  / from  other  causes  0 

Infant  Mortality  (deaths  of  infants  under  y Legitimate  30  t i ] 

1 year  of  age)  /Illegitimate  3 

Infant  mortality  rate  for  all  infants  (per  1,000  live  births)  ...  ...  24 

,,  ,,  legitimate  ,,  ( ,,  legitimate  live  births)  22.5 

,,  ,,  illegitimate  ,,  ( ,,  illegitimate  live  births)  1.5 

Other  Deaths  : from  cancer  (all  ages  ...  161 

,,  measles  (all  ages)  ...  0 

,,  whooping  cough  (ail  ages)  ...  0 

,,  diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  ...  1 
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1.  Vital  Statistics 

BIRTHS. 

The  following  table  gives  the  figures  for  1947  and  1948  of  the  number 
of  births,  the  birth  rate  and  the  proportion  of  births  of  males  and  females. 

Total  No.  of  Males  born 

Births.  Males.  Females.  Birth  Rate,  per  100  Females. 

1947  ...  1575  ...  790  ...  785  ...  19.5  ...  100.6 

1948  ...  1364  ...  710  ...  654  ...  15.8  ...  108.7 

Of  the  1,364  births,  62  were  illegitimate  (25  males  and  37  females). 

The  number  of  registered  still  births  was  63. 

Nine  hundred  and  forty-eight  children  were  born  in  Cambridge  to 
parents  not  resident  in  the  Borough.  These  are  registered  and  included  in  the 
usual  way,  but  are  not  included  in  calculating  the  birth  rate.  Thirty-one 
children  whose  parents  are  resident  in  the  Borough,  were  born  outside  the 
district  and  are  included  for  calculating  the  birth  rate. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  year  was  15.8  : the  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  17.5. 


Births  in  Institutions, — The  proportion  of  infants  born  in  Nursing 
Homes  and  Hospitals  was  76.6  per  cent,  of  the  total,  an  increase  of 
2.8  per  cent,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  those  births  belonging  to  Cambridge  : — 


Private  Nursing  Homes 
County  Hospital 
Addenbrooke’s  Hospital 


Births. 

Percentage  of 
total  Births. 

266 

19.5 

744 

54.5 

36 

2.6 

Natural  Increase  of  the  Population, — The  following  figures  show  the 
natural  increase  or  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  : — 


Year. 

Total  Births. 

Total  Deaths.  Natural  Increase. 

1942 

...  1179 

873 

...  306 

1943 

...  1370 

923 

...  447 

1944 

...  1426 

921 

...  505 

1945 

...  1311 

862 

...  449 

1946 

...  1540 

903 

...  637 

1947 

...  1575 

917 

...  658 

1948 

1364 

800 

...  564 

DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  recorded  was  800  (390  male,  410  female)  a 
decrease  of  1 17  compared  with  1947.  The  death  rate  was  9.3.  The  death 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  10.8. 
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Causes  and  Ages  of  Death  during  the  Year  1948. 


Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 
1 Year. 

1 and 
under 

2. 

2 and 
under 

5. 

5 and 
under 

15. 

j 15  and 
under 

I 25. 

L . 

25  and 
under 
45. 

1 

45  and 
under 
65. 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

Enteric  Fever  ... 





__ 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 



Measles  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 





__ 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 









_ 

' Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



[ Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 
' Meningococcal 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Meningitis 

Acute 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Poliomyelitis 
Tuberculosis  of 
Respiratory 

System 
i Other  Tuber- 

31 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

13 

13 

2 

culous  Diseases 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

; Cancer  ... 

161 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10 

54 

96 

' Rheumatic  Fever 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 



1 

2 

Diabetes 
; Cerebral 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

6 

' Haemorrhage,  &c. 

115 

2 

— 

— 

— 

4 

16 

93 

Heart  Diseases... 

197 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

29 

163 

’ Arterio  Sclerosis 
. Other  Diseases 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

20 

of  Circulation 

20 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

14 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

19 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

15 

(all  forms)  ... 
Other  Respiratory 

23 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

6 

12 

1 Diseases 

Ulcer  of  Stomach 

14 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

7 

i or  Duodenum 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

3 

4 

1 Appendicitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

i Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 Other  Digestive 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

! Diseases 
! Acute  and 

21 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

6 

10 

Chronic  Nephritis 

9 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

4 

4 

Puerperal  Sepsis 
[ Other  Accidents 
i and  Diseases  of 
Pregnancy  and 

; Parturition  . . . 
j Congenital 

Debility  and 
^ Malformation 
i and  Premature 

d Birth ... 

^Old  Age  (Senile 

24 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Decay) 

44 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

44 

>: Suicide  ... 

8 

__ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

3 

: Accidental  Deaths 

21 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

13 

d Other  Causes  ... 

48 

2 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

9 

29 

Total 

800 

33 

5 

3 

1 

6 

9 

==== 

49 

158 

537 

It  is  of  interest  that  67.1  of  the  total  deaths  were  of  persons  65  years  of  age  and  over. 
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CAUSES  OF  ACCIDENTAL  DEATHS. 

Road  Accidents... 

Suffocation 

Drowning 

Coal  Gas  Poisoning  

Methyl  Salicytate  Poisoning  ... 

Consequent  upon  a Fall 

Burns 

Scalds 

Others 


SUICIDES. 

Coal  Gas  Poisoning  

Drowning 

Asphyxiation  due  to  hanging  . . . 
Jumping  from  a train  ... 

Run  over  by  a train 


21 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 
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Deaths  in  Public  Institutions.— Dnrm^  the  year  there  were  303 
deaths  of  Cambridge  residents  in  Public  Institutions  and  Nursing  Homes. 
This  is  37.8  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  deaths.  Last  year  the 
percentage  was  37.5. 

Institution. 


Addenbrooke’s  Hospital 
County  Hospital,  Mill  Road 
Private  Nursing  Homes 
Chesterton  Institution  . . . 
Papworth  Tuberculosis  Colony 
Fulbourn  Mental  Hospital 
Other  Institutions 

Total 


Number  of 

Per  cent, 
of  total 

Deaths. 

Deaths. 

139 

17.3 

36 

4.5 

35 

4.4 

52 

6.5 

4 

0.5 

11 

1.4 

26 

3.2 

303 

37.8 

INFANT  MORTALITY,  1948. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  the  year  was  24  per  1,000  births. 
Seventy-nine  per  cent,  of  these  deaths  occurred  within  the  first  week 

of  life. 


The  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  34  per  1,000  births. 

Infant  Mortality  Percentage  of  Infant  Mortality 
No.  of  Infant  per  1,000  total  deaths  at  rate  in  England 

Year. 

Deaths. 

Births. 

all  ages. 

and  Wales. 

1943 

...  53 

39 

5.7 

49 

1944 

...  77 

54 

8.3 

46 

1945 

...  55 

42 

6.4 

46 

1946 

...  53 

34 

5.8 

43 

1947 

...  48 

30 

5.2 

41 

1948 

...  33 

24 

4.1 

34 

Chart  showing  Infantile  Mortality  per  1,000  Births  in  Cambridge  from  1910. 


The  dotted  line  represents  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Nett  Deaths  from  Stated  Causes  at  Various  Ages  Under  1 Year. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1 week 

1—2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

I 3-4  weeks 

1 

Total  under 

1 month 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

- 

9—12  months 



Total  deaths 

under  1 year 

Haemorrhage 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Neonatal  Asphyxia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Asphyxia 

Accidental 

_ 

— 



— 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

Pneumonia 
(all  forms) 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis 

_ 

1 

1 



1 

— 

2 

Injury  at  Birth  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Atelectasis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Congenital 
Malformations  . . . 

7 

1 

8 



— 

— 

1 

9 

Premature  Birth 

12 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Atrophy,  Debility 
and  Marasmus  ..: 

1 

1 

— 





1 

Other  Causes 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

26 

1 

- 

1 

28 

— 

1 

3 

> 

‘I  i B 


Of  the  33  deaths  in  infants  under  1 year  of  age,  31  occurred  in 
legitimately  born  children  and  2 among  illegitimate  children. 


Average  five  years. 
Infantile 


Year. 

No.  of 
Births. 

Birth 

Rate. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Death  Mortality 
Rate.  Rate. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate. 

1944 

1426 

18.3 

921 

11.8 

54  N 

1945 

1311 

16.9 

862 

11.1 

42 

1946 

1540 

19.3 

903 

11.3 

34 

18.0 

11.0 

37 

1947 

1575 

19.5 

917 

11.5 

30 

1948 

1364 

15.8 

800 

9.3 

24 

Maternal  Mortality, — There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  mothers  from  sepsis,  and  from  other 
puerperal  conditions  for  the  past  ten  years  was  3 from  sepsis  and  13  from 
all  other  conditions. 

The  death  rate  from  puerperal  sepsis  for  the  same  period  has  been 
0.24  per  1,000  births,  and  from  other  puerperal  conditions  1.03  per  1,000 
births. 
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II.  Infectious  Disease 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATIONS  RECEIVED  DURING 


Disease.  Under 

1 

to 

THE 

3 

to 

YEAR. 

5 10 

to  to 

15 

to 

25 

to 

45 

& 

Total 

Small-pox  . . . 

1 

3 

5 

10 

15 

25 

45 

over. 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

3 

— 

— 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

6 

28 

66 

17 

4 

7 

— 

128 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

Typhoid 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polio- 
myelitis 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 



2 

— 

11 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

4 

6 

— 

10 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Pneumonia . . . 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

2 

4 

3 

12 

Erysipelas  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

5 

12 

Dysentery  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

14 

5 

2 

22 

Measles 

4 

26 

37 

54 

8 

2 

2 

— 

133 

Whooping- 

Cough 


20  69  21 


3 


3 


116 


DIPHTHERIA 

Chart  showing  the  Number  of  Notifications  and  Deaths  from  Diphtheria  in  Cambridge  during  the  Years  1928-48. 


The  Number  of  Notifications  is  represented  by  the  Columns,  the  lower  black  portion  of  which  shows  the  Number  of  Deaths. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH. 

The  scheme  for  providing  immunisation  against  whooping  cough  was 
discontinued  when  this  ceased  to  be  a matter  for  the  Borough  Council, 
on  July  5th. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  children  immunised 
against  this  disease,  1,342  being  inoculated  in  1948  against  1,092  in  1947. 

In  addition,  1,051  children  were  given  a secondary  or  reinforcing 
injection  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  who  had  campleted 
a full  course  of  Immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  December  31st,  1948. 

Under 

1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  11  12  13  14  Total. 

148  962  895  917  1114  939  724  698  656  780  716  666  690  671  720  11296 

SCABIES. 

At  the  Treatment  Centre  at  Auckland  Road  93  persons  attended,  and 
they  made  163  attendances.  In  addition,  20  persons  attended  from  the 
County  area  for  treatment.  The  Health  Visitors  paid  28  visits  to  the 
homes  of  Scabies  cases. 

..  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  treat  cases  from  the  County  area 
at  a charge  of  2/6d.  per  treatment. 

The  Scabies  Order,  1941,  ceased  to  be  operative  on  December  31st, 
1947,  and  it  is  no  longer  necessary  for  General  Practitioners  to  notify 
cases  of  Scabies  occurring  in  their  practice.  They  may,  however,  continue 
to  send  their  patients  to  the  Centre  for  treatment. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  119,  the  pulmonary 
cases  numbered  93  and  the  non-pulmonary  26.  Thirty-four  deaths 
during  the  year  were  attributed  to  tuberculosis,  of  which  31  were  of  the 
lungs. 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  1948  was  629,  of  whom  332  were  males  and  297  females.  The 
pulmonary  cases  numbered  465  (262  males  and  203  females),  and  the 
non-pulmonary  164  (70  males  and  94  females).  Provision  of  treatment 
is  a responsibility  of  the  County  Council. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITAL. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  from  the  Borough  and 
adjacent  Rural  Districts  from  January  1st  to  July  4th,  1948— when  the 
hospital  was  taken  over  by  the  United  Cambridge  Hospitals  Board 


Small-pox 

In 

Hospital 
Dec.  31st, 
1947. 

Admit- 

ted. 

Dis- 

charged. 

In 

Hospital 
July  4th 
1948. 

— 

— 

— 



Diphtheria 

— 

8 

7 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

9 

71 

72 

8 

Measles  ... 

— 

4 

4 

Mumps  ... 

— 

20 

20 



Chicken-pox 

_ — 

11 

11 



German  Measles ... 

1 

3 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

3 

4 

— 

Eryrsipelas 

- — ■ 

4 

4 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

2 

2 

_ 

Ty/phoid  ... 

_ — . 

3 

3 



Poliomyelitis 

— 

2 

2 



Others 

1 

13 

14 

— 

Total  ... 

12 

144 

147 

9 

III.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Midwives. — The  Supervisor  of  Midwives  is  Dr.  Margaret  C.  K. 
Patterson,  Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare. 

Fourteen  Midwives  gave  notification  of  intention  to  practise  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year.  One  left  the  district  during  the  year ; the  four 
District  Nurses  ceased  to  practise  midwifery  at  the  end  of  October  when 
their  bookings  were  completed,  and  thereafter  were  employed  solely  as 
Home  Nurses  under  the  new  Health  Act. 

In  addition  to  domiciliary  and  private  midwives,  32  midwives  notified 
Institutional  practice  from  the  County  Hospital  and  1 from  Addenbrooke’s 
Hospital.  10  of  these  left  the  district  during  the  year. 

Ten  Maternity  Nurses  notified  intention  to  practice  in  the  Borough— 
2 for  regular  local  domiciliary  work,  4 in  Nursing  Homes  and  4 who  came 
to  the  district  for  one  case  only,  having  their  private  addresses  in  other 
areas. 
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The  number  of  confinements  in  Cambridge  during  1948  attended  by 
Midwives  and  Maternity  Nurses  is  as  follows  : — 

In  Maternity 


Domiciliary. 

Hospitals. 

T otal. 

Those  who  ' 
notified 

Attended  as  Midwives. . . 

165 

5 

170 

intention  to 
practise  as 

Attended  as  Maternity 
Nurses 

120 

153 

273 

Midwives  / 
Those  v/ho  ' 
notified 
intention  to 
practise  as 

Attended  as  Maternity 
^ Nurses 

15 

302 

317 

Maternity 

Nurses 

300 

460 

760 

The  number  of  notifications  received  from  Midwives  (as  required 
by  the  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board)  is  as  follows  : — 

Sending  for  medical  help  on  behalf  of  the  mother  ...  44 

Sending  for  medical  help  on  behalf  of  the  infant  ...  4 


Neonatal  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Change  to  artificial  feeding  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

. Inflammation  of  the  eyes  of  an  infant  ...  ' ...  1 

Liability  to  be  a source  of  infection  ...  ...  ...  1 

Laying  out  a dead  body  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  65 


Municipal  Midwifery  Service. — There  were  three  full-time  Midwives 
during  the  year.  The  number  of  cases  attended  by  them  during  the  year 
1948  was — as  Midwives  71  (1947-72)  and  as  Maternity  Nurses  48  (1947-45). 

Home  Helps. — The  Home  Help  Scheme  is  operated  on  behalf  of  the 
Borough  by  the  W.V.S.  through  whole-time  and  part-time  daily  workers. 
A subsidiary  scheme  for  assisted  payment  for  helps  found  by  the  patient 
was  discontinued  after  5th  July,  and  any  patient  wanting  a neighbour  or 
friend  to  act  as  her  Home  Help  did  so  by  arrangement  with  the  W.V.S. 

Under  the  W.V.S.  scheme  there  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  21  full- 
time and  10  regular  part-time  Home  Helps,  also  5 occasional  part-time 
helps. 

The  total  number  of  new  cases  attended  during  the  year  was  565, 
viz.  : — general  346,  maternity  219.  Of  the  219  maternity  cases,  28  were 
free,  107  assisted  and  84  full  rate.  Under  the  subsidiary  schemes  up  to 
July,  19  cases  were  attended,  5 free  and  14  assisted. 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  to  all  cases  (old  and  new)  during  the 
year  was  17,127,  viz.  : — general  11,552,  maternity  5,575. 
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Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. — The  number  of  Maternity  and 
Nursing  Homes  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  1948  was  8,  of  which  1,  while 
still  registered,  was  not  functioning  as  such  at  the  time. 

Hospitals. — The  old  arrangements  with  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital  and 
the  County  Hospital  were  discontinued  on  5th  July.  The  number  of 
abnormal  maternity  cases  treated  in  Addenbrooke’s  Hospital  was  36 
(1947 — 72).  Addenbrooke’s  ceased  to  take  maternity  cases  after  5th  July, 
and  both  normal  and  abnormal  midwifery  was  entirely  done  at  the  County 
Hospital.  The  number  treated  in  the  County  Hospital  for  the  whole  year 
was  744  (1947 — ^846).  The  percentage  of  Borough  births  conducted  in 
Nursing  Homes  and  Institutions  during  1948  was  76.6%. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics. — There  are  two  Ante-Natal  Clinics  held  weekly, 
and  their  work  is  shov/n  in  the  following  table  : — 


Auckland  Road. 

Romsey. 

Total. 

1948. 

1947. 

1948. 

1947. 

1948. 

1947.  • 

No.  who  attended  ... 
No.  of  Ante-Natal 

228 

229 

77 

72 

305 

301 

attenders 

194 

195 

52 

50 

246 

245 

No.  of  attendances  . . . 

768 

708 

231 

187 

999 

895 

No.  of  new  cases 

169 

173 

56 

52 

225 

225 

Ante-Natal 

148 

157 

42 

37 

190 

194 

Non-pregnant 
Post-Natal  (no 

13 

11 

9 

10 

22 

21 

Ante-Natal  attce.) 
No.  who  returned 
for  P 0 s t-N  a t a 1 

8 

5 

5 

5 

13 

10 

Examination 

54 

55 

8 

17 

62 

72 

In  addition  to  examinations  and  consultations,  several  series  of 
talks  and  demonstrations  on  baby  management  were  given  by  the  Health 
Visitors  to  groups  of  women  expecting  their  first  baby.  These  were 
well  attended  and  much  appreciated. 

Ante-Natal  Care  by  General  Practitioners. — The  number  of  patients 
who  received  attention  under  the  scheme  (which  has  been  in  operation 
since  1936)  was  76  (1947 — 109).  The  following  is  a summary  of  the 
examinations  carried  out  : — 

1948.  1947. 

Examinations  at  or  about  the  16th  week  ...  34  62 

Examinations  between  32nd  and  36th  week  ...  43  86 

Post-Natal  Examinations  ...  ...  ...  19  19 

In  two  ante-natal  cases  the  patient’s  condition  rendered  it  advisable 
for  the  doctor  to  attend  the  confinement.  In  two  ante-natal  cases  the 
patient  was  referred  to  hospital,  and  in  three  cases  the  opinion  of  a 
consultant  was  asked.  In  two  post-natal  cases  the  patient  was  referred 
to  hospital  and  in  one  case  further  treatment  was  required. 
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Premature  Births. — The  number  of  live  premature  births,  in  cases  of 
Borough  residents,  during  1948  was  55,  and  the  survivals  at  the  end  of 


one  month  were  : — 

Born. 

Survived  at  end  of 
1 Month. 

1948. 

1947. 

1948. 

1947. 

Domiciliary 

In  Hospitals  or  Nursing 

5 

11 

4 

8 

Homes 

50 

34 

36 

19 

55 

45 

40 

27 

Special  attention  is  given  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  this  group  of  infants. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics. — Eleven  Infant  Welfare  sessions  and  three 
toddler  sessions  were  held  in  the  Borough  at  eight  Centres. 

The  Toddlers’  Clinics  were  held  at  Cherry  Hinton  and  Newnham  once 
a month,  and  at  Romsey  once  a week  for  children  of  eighteen  months  to 
5 years,  who  attend  by  appointment  at  intervals  of  three  to  six  months. 
All  the  other  sessions  are  held  weekly. 

The  usual  activities  of  weighing,  advice,  and  selling  were  carried  on 
at  all  centres.  Proprietary  brands  of  dried  milk  were  sold  at  cost  price. 
Accessory  food  substances,  e.g.,  Cod  Liver  Oil  Emulsion,  Virol,  Vitamin 
Tablets,  were  also  obtainable. 

In  addition^  the  Centres  functioned  as  depots  for  the  distribution  on 
behalf  of  the  Eood  Office  of  National  Dried  Milk  for  babies  under  1 year  of 
age.  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Vitamin  Capsules  and  Orange  Juice  for  expectant 
mothers  and  children  under  5.  Most  of  the  Centres  were  visited  several 
times  during  the  year  by  a member  of  the  staff  of  the  Food  Advice  Bureau, 
who  gave  food  talks  and  demonstrations. 

The  number  of  children  in  attendance  at  the  clinics,  ■ and  the 
number  of  attendances  made  during  the  year  were  : — 

No.  in  attend-  Dr’s. 


No.  of  New  ance  who  at  end  No.  of  Consult- 

Cases.  of  year  were  : — Attendances,  ations. 

0-1  1-5  0-1  1-5  0-1  1-5 


Castle  Street 

(2  Sessions)... 

173 

20 

145 

426 

3636 

1835 

1152 

East  Barnwell 

63 

11 

55 

105 

989 

536 

269 

Abbey ... 

135 

11 

110 

198 

2309 

493 

589 

Chesterton 

111 

10 

96 

169 

1749 

378 

647 

Newnham 

115 

19 

96 

90 

1420 

399 

275 

Romsey  (Wed.) 

157 

13 

146 

191 

2790 

857 

1076 

Romsey  (Thurs.) 

94 

12 

66 

147 

1481 

619 

728 

Newtown 

94 

19 

84 

201 

1864 

745 

735 

Cherry  Hinton 

73 

10 

74 

104 

1752 

367 

365 

Trumpington  ... 

59 

16 

56 

170 

1188 

771 

455 

Total  1948  1074 
Total  1947  1136 

141 

223 

928 

1009 

1801 

2050 

19178 

18803 

7000 

5573 

6291 

6385 
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The  attendances  at  the  Toddler  Clinics  were  as  follows  : — 


No.  of 
New 
Cases. 

No.  who 
Attended. 

No.  of 
Attend- 
ances. 

Doctors 

Consul- 

tations. 

Newnham  (monthly) 

52 

131 

188 

188 

Cherry  Hinton  (monthly) 

12 

126 

211 

209' 

Romsey  (weekly,  com- 

mdnced  24/5/48) 

19 

253 

360 

358 

Total 

83 

510 

759 

755 

Test  Feeds. — The  numbers  undertaken  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
were  54  (1947 — 61)  and  at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  121  (1947 — 130). 

Work  of  Health  Visitors. — There  are  9 Health  Visitor /School  Nurses. 
The  number  of  visits  paid  by  them  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


F irst  visits  to  infants  ...  ...  ...  1 238 

Subsequent  visits  to  infants  ...  ...  3970 

Visits  to  children  1-5  years  ...  ...  6905 

First  visits  to  expectant  mothers  ...  221 

Subsequent  visits  to  expectant  mothers  87 

Visits  under  the  Children’s  Act  ...  173 
Visits  to  cases  of  scabies  ...  ...  5 

Visits  to  other  cases  ...  ...  ...  865 

Fruitless  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  2113 


Total 15577  (1947  : 13650) 


Illegitimate  Children. — A grant  of  £100  a year  continues  to  be  paid 
to  the  Social  Worker  of  the  Care  of  Girls’  Society  in  virtue  of  her  work 
among  mothers  of  illegitimate  children. 

Child  Life  Protection. — By  the  end  of  the  year  the  work  of  supervision 
of  children  0—15  years,  boarded  out  for  gain,  was  the  responsibility  of 
the  Children’s  Committee  under  the  new  Children’s  Act,  but  the  Borough 
Health  Visitors  continue  to  inspect  and  report  on  those  foster-children 
who  are  under  5 years  of  age. 

The  number  of  Foster  Mothers  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1948 
was  27  (1947 — 23),  and  the  number  of  children  was  31  (1947 — 25). 

Artificial  Sunlight  Clinics. — Ultra  Violet  Light  therapy  was  given 
twice  weekly  at  both  Auckland  Road  and  Romsey  Health  Centres.  Most 
of  the  children  were  referred  for  treatment  by  the  Borough  Medical 
Officers,  and  a few  by  private  practitioners.  Those  children  who  under- 
went a full  course  of  treatment  appeared  to  be  greatly  benefited  by  it, 
especially  in  improved  general  tone  and  resistance  to  infection. 
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The  number  of  children  treated,  the  attendances  and  the  conditions 
for  which  they  were  recommended,  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Auckland  Road. 

Romsey  Town. 

Total. 

1948. 

1947. 

1948. 

1947. 

1948. 

1947. 

New  Cases 

...  78 

94 

57 

63 

135 

157 

No.  who  attended 

...  98 

116 

72 

80 

170 

196 

[a)  Completed 

...  74 

75 

47 

54 

121 

129 

{h)  Defaulted 

7 

22 

8 

11 

15 

33 

(c)  C/fd.tol949 

17 

19 

17 

15 

34 

34 

No.  of  attendances 

...  1387 

1406 

923 

943 

2310 

2349 

Defects  : — Auckland  Road. 

1948. 

Romsey  Town. 
1948. 

Total. 

1948. 

Sub-average  Nutrition 

23 

11 

34 

Anaemia 

7 

1 

8 

Pre-Rachitic  ... 

5 

5 

10 

Chronic  Colds... 

18 

14 

32 

Poor  Sleeper  ... 

3 

4 

7 

Poor  Appetite 

Debility  following 

10 

6 

16 

Illness 

8 

15 

23 

Cervical  Adenitis 

2 

— 

2 

Other  Conditions 

2 

1 

3 

Total 

78 

57 

135 

Day  Nurseries. — There  are  two  Day  Nurseries — Young  Street  and 
Sedley.  The  Young  Street  Nursery  opened  in  April  in  converted 
premises  rented  from  the  Education  Authority,  and  the  children  (2-5 
years)  transferred  there  from  St.  Columbas  Hall.  Owing  to  increased 
accommodation  in  the  new  premises,  45  children  were  taken  at  this  new 
nursery,  which  is  open  Monday  to  Friday  from  9 a.m.  to  5 p.m.  in  the 
charge  of  a Warden  and  five  helpers. 

Sedley  Nursery  takes  40  children  0 — 5 years  and  is  open  daily  from 
8 a.m.  till  5.30  p.m.,  Saturday  8 a.m.  till  12  noon.  It  is  in  the  charge  of  a 
Matron  who  is  an  S.R.N.,  with  a deputy  Matron,  teacher  and  staff  of  five 
helpers.  The  Assistant  Medical  Officer  visits  the  nursery  regularly  and 
conducts  a full  medical  inspection,  and  a Health  Visitor  visits  Young 
Street  most  weeks. 

Both  nurseries  were  passed  by  the  Ministry  of  Education  and  the 
Ministry  of  Health  during  the  year  as  Training  Centres,  and  since  Septem- 
ber have  undertaken  the  training  in  practical  work  of  a number  of  students 
who  are  taking  the  N ursery  Nurses’  Course  at  the  Technical  College. 
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The  attendances  and  inspections  were  as  follows  : — 


Average 

No.  on 

No.  of 

Capacity. 

Attendance.  Waiting  List. 

Attendances. 

Young  Street  2-5  45 

32 

109 

8117 

Sedley  0-2  14 

10 

39 

2700 

„ 2-5  26 

22 

48 

5331 

Total  85 

64 

196 

16148 

No.  of  Visits  to  Nurseries  paid  by  Health  Visitors 

42 

No.  of  Children  Inspected  by  Health  Visitors 

• • • « t • 

999 

No.  of  Visits  by  Medical  Officer 

• • • • • • 

16 

No.  of  Children  Medically  Inspected 

...  ... 

530 

Primrose  Croft  Residential  Nursery. — ^This  is  a short-stay  residential 
nursery  for  12  infants  and  children  under  5 years  in  the  charge  of  a 
Matron  (R.S.C.N.),  deputy  Matron,  and  trained  staff  of  nursery  assistants. 
The  Nursery  caters  for  those  children  whose  mothers  are  temporarily 
unable  to  look  after  them,  e.g.  during  confinement  or  illness,  and  for 
children  awaiting  adoption  or  fostering.  During  the  year  80  children 
were  admitted  and  81  discharged.  The  average  number  per  day  was  10, 
and  there  were  on  the  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  the  year  17  children, 
(14  confinement  cases  and  3 others). 


Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  Immunizations  of  Children  under 
five. — ^The  numbers  immunized  were  as  follows  : — 


Whooping 

Cough. 

Diphtheria.  Combined 

T otal. 

By  General  Practitioners 

. . . — 

329 

89 

418 

At  Auckland  Road  Clinic 

23 

73 

295 

391 

At  Romsey  Clinic 

43 

82 

452 

577 

Total 

66 

484 

836 

1386 

Child  Guidance  Clinic. — Thirty-six  (1947 — 22)  were  referred  to  this 
Clinic  during  1948. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic. — Eight  children  (1947 — 3)  were  referred  to 
this  Clinic  during  1948. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary.  Six  children  (1947 — 4)  were  referred  to 
this  Clinic  during  1948. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Dental  Scheme. — During  the  year 
179  expectant  or  nursing  mothers  were  recommended  for  dental  treat- 
ment, and  all  took  advantage  of  the  treatment  offered. 

Condition  of  the  Teeth  of  179  Mothers  at  Inspection. 

Sound.  Saveable.  Unsaveable.  Missing. 

3569  222  362  1575 
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*CONDITION  OF  THE  TeETH  OF  179  MOTHERS  AFTER  TREATMENT. 

Sound.  Saveable.  Unsaveable.  Missing. 

3791  — — 1937 

*The  figures  indicate  that  treatment  is  not  completed  at  the  time 
this  report  was  written. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  at  the  Clinic,  including  149  (207) 
attendances  of  children,  was  683  (688),  and  the  number  of  sessions 
devoted  to  work  in  connection  with  this  scheme  was  118,  together  with 
some  hours  after  the  completion  of  our  work  in  connection  with  elementary 
school  children. 


* 

Summary  of  Work  Done. 

Total 

Number 

of  extractions  ... 

362 

(428) 

y y 

y 

,,  fillings 

234 

(238) 

y y 

y 

,,  scalings 

25 

(30) 

y y 

y 

,,  dentures  supplied  ... 

79 

(64) 

y y 

y 

,,  acrylic  crowns 

4 

(0) 

y y 

y 

,,  repairs 

12 

(7) 

y y 

y 

,,  gold  inlays 

3 

(0) 

y y 

y 

,,  X-ray 

74 

(51) 

*The  above  for  mothers  only,  and  relates  to  the  permanent  dentition. 


In  addition  339  (389)  children  under  school  age,  a decrease  of  50  as 
compared  with  the  year  1947,  were  inspected  and  enrolled  in  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  dental  scheme,  that  is  to  say,  these  children  should  be 
examined  and,  if  necessary,  treated  once  in  each  term  to  satisfactorily 
control  the  progress  of  dental  disease. 


The  condition  of  the  teeth  of  339  children  at  inspection  : — 


Age. 

No.  of 
Children. 

Temporary  Teeth. 

1 

Sound. 

Decayed 

Saveable. 

Decayed 

Unsaveable. 

Less  than 

1 year  . . . 

_ 

— 

— 

2 years  . . . 





— 

— 

3 „ ... 

66 

1269 

13 

2 

4 „ ... 

134 

2602 

62 

10 

5 „ ... 

139 

2576 

145 

45 

Total  ... 

339 

1 

6447 

220 

57 

Work  done  for  pre-school  children  : — 

Extractions  of  temporary  teeth  (including  casuals)  57  (39) 

Fillings  in  temporary  teeth  ,,  ,,  105  (47) 

Teeth  treated  with  silver  nitrate  ...  ...  ...  119  (232) 

Note. — The  figures  in  parenthesis  are  for  the  year  1947. 
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IV . Sanitary  W ork 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  of  Cambridge. 

Dear  Sir, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  second  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  the  Sanitary  Section  of  the  Department. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  the  Sanitary  Officer  the  year  has  been  one  of 
disappointment  in  that  difficult  national  circumstances  have  prevented 
the  extension  of  better  health  conditions  and  in  some  fields  the  way  to 
progress  has  been  barred.  The  overcrowding  of  houses  is  prevalent  with 
little  hope  of  early  amelioration.  Houses  of  low  standard  continue  to  be 
inhabited.  ■■  Lack  of  machinery,  utensils  and,  not  least,  workers’  washable 
clothing  has  delayed  many  necessary  improvements  in  the  catering  and 
food  preparation  trades.  Any  reliable  survey  should  take  account  of 
these  factors. 

In  the  section  dealing  with  house  inspections  and  repairs,  the  report 
shows  that  the  Council  found  it  necessary  to  take  statutory  action  in 
thirty-nine  cases  against  landlords,  and  in  two  cases  repairs  were  executed 
by  the  Council  in  default  of  the  owners.  The  difficulties  facing  property 
owners  are  well  known  and  appreciated,  but  speculative  dealing  in  dilapi- 
dated properties  is  to  be  deprecated,  I would  also  like  to  say  that  there 
is  a tendency  on  the  part  of  some  tenants  to  call  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
unnecessarily  for  minor  and  trivial  complaints,  causing  a waste  of  the 
Council’s  time  and  money. 

A promising  feature  during  the  year  has  been  the  helpful  contacts 
I have  had  with  trade  organisations,  in  particular,  the  Ice  Cream  Alliance 
and  the  Dairymen’s  Association.  These  relationships,  which  provide 
for  friendly  discussion  of  common  problems,  should,  I think,  be  fostered. 

It  has  been  a pleasure  on  a number  of  occasions  to  address  interested 
town  organisations,  schools  and  others  on  public  health  matters.  The 
requests  received  are  a welcome  expression  of  civic  interest,  and  the  talks 
can  help  to  dispel  the  widespread  ignorance  which  exists  regarding  the 
work  of  the  local  authority. 

I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  and  helpfulness 
of  various  bodies  in  the  day-to-day  work  of  this  department,  notably  the 
officers  of  the  Cambridgeshire  Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  the 
Milk  Marketing  Board,  the  Dairy  Bacteriologist  of  the  National  Agri- 
cultural Advisory  Service  and  Sampling  Officers  of  Norfolk,  West  Suffolk, 
Isle  of  Ely  and  Cambridgeshire  in  the  field  of  milk  production  and  distribu- 
tion ; the  Molteno  Institute  of  Parasitology  ; the  staff  of  the  University 
Field  Laboratories  in  connection  with  animal  diseases  ; the  Low  Tempera- 
ture Research  Station  on  food  storage ; the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspectors  of 
Peterborough,  Dunstable  and  Chesterfield,  and  the  Superintendent  Meat 
Inspector  of  Sheffield  Abattoir,  for  information  on  local  procedure. 
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I am  very  grateful  to  the  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
and  to  Dr.  Caithness  and  yourself  for  the  guidance  and  encouragement 
I have  received  during  the  year. 


June,  1949. 


Yours  faithfully, 

DANIEL  W.  BOTTOM, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


HOUSING  ADMINISTRATION. 

New  Houses. 

Houses  erected  by  the  Local  Authority  and  private  enterprise  since 
the  31st  December,  1921  : — 


Erected  by  the  Local  Erected 

Total. 

Authority. 

by  others. 

1922 

97 

38 

135 

1923 

30 

86 

116 

1924 

68 

82 

150 

1925 

133 

144 

111 

1926 

154 

115 

269 

1927 

120 

166 

286 

1928 

282 

191 

473 

1929 

97 

210 

307 

1930 

196 

137 

333 

1931 

264 

121 

385 

1932 

180 

164 

344 

1933 

178 

300 

478 

1934 

214 

385 

599 

1935 

68 

585 

653 

1936 

83 

466 

549 

1937 

68 

460 

528 

1938 

180 

459 

639 

1939 

182  . o 

268 

450 

1940 

Nil 

174 

174 

1941 

Nil 

24 

24 

1942 

Nil 

6 

6 

1943 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1944 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1945 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1946 

58 

34* 

92 

1947 

223 

53 

276 

1948 

447  0 

58  ^ 

505 

Totals 

3322 

4726 

8048 

* Includes  ten  fiats. 
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Houses  Demolished  after  Action  by  the  Council. 


Prior  to  the  yea.T  1930 
During  the  year  1930 


} } 

} ) 

) > 

y ) 

y } 

f f 

y y 

y y 

y y 

y } 

y y 

y y 

7 y 

? ) 

> 3 


y y 

y y 

y y 


y y 

y y 

y y 


) ) 

y y 

) 3 

y y 

y y 

y y 

) y 

y y 


y y 

y y 

y y 


y y 

y y 


y y 

y y 


1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 


18 

3 
14 
29 
25 
17 
25 
96 
42 
56 

131 

16 

4 
12 

1 

3 

5 

3 


Total  ...  500 


Demolition  Order,  August,  1936. 

During  1948  of  two  houses  the  subject  of  Demolition  Orders,  one  was 
converted  temporarily  to  business  premises  under  an  “ undertaking  ” 
under  the  Act,  and  the  other  was  rendered  uninhabitable,  but  left  standing 
for  reasons  of  support  to  the  adjoining  house. 

Clearance  Areas  and  Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

Park  Street  and  Saxon  Street. 

There  were  no  houses  demolished  in  these  areas. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

See  note  above.  One  new  demolition  order  was  made. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Circular  2156  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  dated  20th  September,  1940,  the  following  houses  have  been 
re-let  under  licence  : — 

14  Clement  Place.  7 South  Street. 

47  and  48  Park  Street.  39  Water  Street. 

1 and  4 Caroline  Place,  East  Road. 

These  houses  (except  7 South  Street)  have  been  the  subject  of  demoli- 
tion orders  for  about  ten  years  and  ought  to  be  demolished.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  may  soon  be  possible. 
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Inspection  of  the  District. 

Section  5 of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  makes  it  a duty  of  every  Local 
Authority  to  cause  an  inspection  of  their  district  to  be  made  from  time 
to  time  to  ascertain  whether  any  house  is  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
and  regulations  were  made  in  1925  and  amended  in  1932  for  the  guidance 
of  local  authorities. 

This  year  it  was  again  found  impracticable  to  carry  out  the  general 
routine  inspection  of  houses  under  these  regulations.  Only  where  com- 
plaints were  received  was  action  taken  under  the  Housing  Act.  It  is 
hoped  that  as  soon  as  general  conditions  become  easier,  routine  inspections 
may  be  recommenced. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  inspection  of  houses  under  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts  : — 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  1517 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  4190 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con- 
solidated Regulations,  1932  ...  ...  85 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  455 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  369 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of 
formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  m 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  351 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
**  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices, 

(a)  By’ owners  37 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  2 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices, 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  17 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  3 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

(1 ) Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement 

or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  Nil 

During  the  year  a large  unrecorded  number  of  complaints  and 
enquiries  were  received  by  the  Department,  Visits  were  necessary 
in  932  cases,  and  a large  proportion  of  these  visits  were  in  fact  housing 
inspections,  but  are  not  included  in  the  table  givtjp. 
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Rent  Restriction  Acts,  1920-1939. 

Under  these  Acts  a tenant  may  in  certain  circumstances  apply  to 
the  Sanitary  Authority  for  a certificate  to  the  effect  that  his  house  is 
not  in  a reasonable  state  of  repair.  No  applications  were  received 
during  the  year. 


Description  of  Sanitary  Work  carried  out. 

Houses  : 

Cleansed  and  redecorated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Provided  with  damp-proof  courses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wood  floors  ventilated  3 

Roofs,  gutters  and  downspouts  fixed  or  repaired  ...  ...  195 

New  floors  laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

New  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Supplied  with  a sufficient  supply  of  water  ...  ...  ...  19 

Pavements  of  yards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Pavements  of  yards  relaid  with  impervious  material  ...  ...  9 


Inside  Water  Supply  and  Sinks. 

As  a result  of  a general  survey  undertaken  throughout  the  town  in 
1947  it  was  found  that  there  were  at  least  676  houses  without  inside  water 
supply  and  sinks. 

The  Council  recorded  their  opinion  that  when  circumstances  permit 
an  inside  water  supply  should  be  available  to  every  house  in  the  Borough. 

Under  this  policy  70  houses  have  been  fitted  with  inside  taps  and  sinks 
as  follows  ; — 

(a)  By  formal  action  (P.H.  Act  and  Water  Act,  1945)  by 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

(b)  By  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Overcrowding. 

The  Department’s  records  established  under  the  Housing  Act,  1935, 
which  was  concerned  with  overcrowding,  are  quite  out-of-date.  Serious 
overcrowding  is  present  in  all  parts  of  the  town.  I desire  to  draw  atten- 
tion to  this  evil  and  its  bad  social  effects. 

The  need  for  more  houses  of  all  types  cannot  be  over  emphasised. 


30 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

General  Provisions. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  sanitary  work  carried  out  : — 
Properties  of  all  types  : • 

Drains  : 

Premises  connected  to  sewer  6 

New  drains  constructed 69 

Intercepted  from  sewer  and  ventilated — 

Waste  pipes  of  sinks,  etc.,  trapped  or  renewed 10 

Cleansed  and  repaired  107 

Smoke  tests  applied  23 

Water  tests  applied  22 

Water  Closets  : 

New  W.C.’s  provided  19 

Provided  with  flushing  cisterns 10 

Repairs  to  flushing  cisterns  11 

Closets  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  ...  9 

New  pans  provided  ...  ...  ...  15 

Repaired 69 

Galvanised  Iron  Dust-Bins  Provided  ...  ...  ...  . 8 

Accumulations  of  manure  or  refuse  removed  9 

Nuisances  arising  from  the  keeping  of  swine  and  other  animals 

abated  2 

Nuisances  from  ditches  abated  5 

Other  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  4529 


Smoke  Abatement. 

A number  of  complaints  concerning  the  emission  of  smoke  were 
received.  Complaints  of  this  kind  have  increased  during  and  since  the 
war.  Problems  of  labour  and  fuel  are  still  very  difficult.  This  view  has 
been  confirmed  in  contacts  with  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power. 

Fifty  special  observations  were  made,  and  in  5 cases  nuisances 
were  abated. 

Disinfestation. 

The  arrangement  with  the  Borough  Treasurer  for  the  notification  to 
the  Health  Department  of  the  addresses  of  families  being  transferred 
from  private  houses  to  Council  houses  and  also  the  movements  of  Council 
house  tenants  has  continued.  Inspections  have  followed  these  notifica- 
tions and  where  necessary,  houses  fumigated  or  sprayed.  The  scheme  has 
had  marked  success. 

Arising  out  of  inspections  or  complaints,  9 Council,  10  requisitioned  or 
temporary  dwellings,  and  49  other  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with 
bed  bugs  and  were  all  treated.  Where  necessary,  bedding  and  furnishings 
were  steam  disinfected  or  destroyed. 

The  insecticide  used  was  a preparation  containing  5 per  cent.  D.D.T. 
used  in  a hand  or  mechanical  sprayer. 

Disinfestation  of  premises  for  cockroaches  and  other  pests  has  been 
done  on  a small  scale. 
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Workplaces. 

Premises  falling  under  this  category  are  mainly  offices.  It  is  interest- 
ing to  note  that  the  Report  of  the  Gowers  Committee  on  the  Health, 
Welfare  and  Safety  in  Non-Industrial  Employment,  and  hours  of  Employ- 
ment of  Juveniles  published  in  March,  1949  (Cmd.  7664  2^.  Od.  net, 
London  H.M.S.O.)  refers  to  the  dehnition  of  workplace  ’’  in  existing 
public  health  law  and  states  : — 

‘HO.  There  has  been  no  occasion  for  the  law  to  dehne  offices, 
because  no  legislation  specifically  directed  towards  them  has  so  far 
reached  the  statute  book.  Between  1923  and  1936  eleven  Office  Regula- 
tion Bills  were  introduced  into  Parliament  by  private  members,  and  on 
several  occasions  debates  took  place.  Successive  Governments,  however, 
took  the  view  that,  subject  to  the  clarification  of  certain  points  of  detail 
and  the  inclusion  of  Offices  within  the  definition  of  ‘ workplace,’  the 
provisions  of  the  existing  Public  Health  Acts  adequately  met  the  inten- 
tions of  the  promotors  of  the  bills.  When  public  health  legislation  was 
consolidated  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  these  points  were  clarified 
so  far  as  England  (except  London)  and  Wales  were  concerned,  and  a 
workplace  was  defined  in  Section  343  so  as  to  exclude  a factory  or  work- 
shop, but  to  include  any  other  place  in  which  persons  are  employed 
otherwise  than  in  domestic  service.” 

The  Authors  continue  : “ In  this  report,  without  attempting  a legal 
definition,  we  have  taken  offices  to  mean,  in  the  main,  premises  in  which 
persons  are  employed  in  clerical  work,  including  book-keeping,  filing, 
typing,  multigraphing,  machine  calculating,  and  drawing.” 

Owing  to  staff  shortage  and  other  difficulties  it  has  not  been  possible 
to  resume  the  routine  inspection  of  these  premises  which  was  abandoned 
in  the  early  war  years. 

THE  CONTROL  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Food  Sampling. 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  of  the  Public  Health 
(Preservatives  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925 — 1940,  222  samples  were 
submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  during  the  year. 

The  table  gives  comparative  figures  since  1939. 


Year. 

Number. 

Not 

Genuine. 

Percentage  not 

Genuine.  Prosecutions. 

Convictions, 

1939 

317 

13 

4.1 

2 

1 

1940 

311 

12 

3.8 

0 

0 

1941 

303 

12 

3.9 

3 

3 

1942 

298 

16 

5.3 

3 

2 

1943 

273 

15 

5.3 

2 

1 

1944 

284 

17 

5.9 

2 

1 

1945 

286 

11 

3.8 

0 

0 

1946 

264 

17 

6.4 

0 

0 

1947 

161 

2 

1.2 

1 

1 

1948 

222 

28 

12.6 

2 

2 

32 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  character  of  the  samples 


taken  during  1948  : — 

Number. 

Genuine. 

Not 

Genuine. 

Milk  (Formal)  ... 

22 

10 

12 

Milk  (Informal)... 

115 

104 

11 

Asperin  tablets  ... 

9 

9 

— 

Butter 

3 

3 

— 

Boracic  Powder  and  Ointment 

7 

6- 

1 

Camphorated  Oil 

4 

4 

— 

Cheese  ...  ...  ...  ... 

3 

3 

— 

Cider 

2 

1 

1 

o 1^  A 

•••  ••• 

1 

1 

— 

Cooking  Fat 

3 

3 

— 

Flour 

1 

— 

1 

Jam  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

1 

— 

•••  »•* 

1 

1 

— 

Malt  Vinegar  

8 

8 

— 

Margarine  (Special) 

3 

3 

— 

Popcorns... 

1 

1 

— 

Parsley  (Dried)  ... 

4 

4 

— 

Pepper  and  White  Pepper 

8 

8 

— 

Pudding  Mixture 

1 

— 

1 

Sugar 

3 

3 

— 

Stuffing  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Salad  Dressing  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Sausage  Rolls 

1 

— • 

1 

^3.UC0  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

9 

9 

— 

po 

S-  •••  **»  •••  ••• 

3 

3 

— 

Zinc  Ointment  ... 

7 

7 

— 

Totals 

222 

194 

28 

There  were  no  preservatives  or  colouring  matter  found  in  any  sample. 
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Administrative 
Sample  201. 

. Sample  210. 

Sample  253. 

Sample  298. 

Samples  237  and  261. 

Sample  268. 

Sample  272. 

Sample  276. 

Sample  278. 

Sample  303. 

Sample  327. 

Sample  329. 


Action  regarding  Samples  not  Genuine. 

Cider —As  this  bottle  had  already  been  opened 
before  being  reported  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
no  action  could  be  taken. 

Boracic  Ointment. — This  was  an  old  sample  which 
had  been  manufactured  in  accordance  with  the 
formula  of  a previous  pharmacopeia.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  stock  was  destroyed. 

Suet  Pudding  Mixture. — This  subject  was  taken 
up  direct  with  the  manufacturers,  and  also  with 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  town  where 
the  factory  is  situated. 

Flour. — Taken  at  Vendor’s  request.  No  further 
action  necessary. 

Milk. — These  were  informal  samples  taken  in  the 
course  of  a survey  of  milk  in  this  district.  The 
deficiencies  were  taken  up  direct  with  the  pro- 
ducer. 

The  following  seven  milk  samples  were  taken 
in  the  course  of  informal  sampling  of  producers’ 
milk  as  delivered  at  town  dairies.  In  each  case 
there  was  no  added  water. 

This  was  morning’s  milk. 

The  evening’s  milk  showed  8.8  S.N.F.  and  fat  4.3. 

Four  further  samples  were  taken  of  this  pro- 
ducer’s milk,  all  of  which  proved  to  be  genuine. 

This  was  mmrning’s  milk — S.N.F.  9.18  fat  2.84. 
The  corresponding  sample  of  evening’s  milk  was 
9.2  S.N.F.  fat  3.5.  Four  subsequent  samples  of 
morning’s  and  evening’s  milks  were  genuine. 

This  was  the  second  sample  of  this  producer’s 
milk  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat.  The  matter 
was  raised  with  the  producer  through  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  of  St.  Ives  R.D.C.  A subsequent 
sample  proved  to  be  genuine,  fat  3.1  S.N.F.  9.0. 

The  S.N.F.  of  this  sample  were  8.74. 

No  further  samples  of  this  producer  have  been 
taken  up  to  date. 

The  corresponding  evening  milk  of  this  sample 
had  a fat  content  of  5%. 

The  corresponding  evening  sample  showed  a fat 
content  of  4%. 
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Samples  350  and  351.  These  samples  were  taken  on  complaint  from  a 
T.68  and  T.69.  town  dairy  and  proved  to  be  deficient  in  fat,  but 

no  added  water  was  present.  No  further  action 
was  taken. 


Samples  348  and  349.  These  samples  were  taken  at  the  same  dairy  and 
T.66andT.67.  T.66  and  T.67  by  the  West  Suffolk  Sampling 

Officer  at  the  collecting  point  near  the  farm. 
“ Appeal  to  Cow  ” samples  were  also  taken  and 
found  to  be  up  to  standard,  whereas  the  milk 
reaching  the  dairy  contained  added  water. 

Proceedings  were  instituted,  and  the  case  was  heard  on  September 
15th,  1948.  The  farmer  was  convicted  and  fined  £6  with  £3  16s.  Od. 
costs. 


Sample  416.  Sausage  Rolls. — This  was  a sample  brought  by 

way  of  complaint  by  a person  who  said  the 
article  had  been  sold  to  him  as  ‘‘  sausage  rolls." 

Following  the  analyst’s  report  on  December 
14th,  informal  enquiries  showed  that  the  vendor 
sold  the  rolls  as  " savoury  rolls."  No  purpose 
would  have  been  served  in  taking  a formal  sample 
in  these  circumstances. 

The  matter  is  being  kept  under  observation. 

Samples  411  and  414.  Milk. — These  two  samples  were  taken  following 

complaints  by  a dairyman  regarding  the  poor 
quality  of  the  milk  he  received. 

There  was  no  added  water. 

The  dairyman  was  informed  so  that  he  could  take 
up  the  matter  with  the  producer  if  he  wished  to 
do  so. 

Three  other  samples  of  corresponding  milkings 
were  taken  and  proved  genuine. 


Samples  417 
418 
W89 
W90 


Milk. — These  were  a series  of  samples,  together 
with  two  “ Appeal  to  Cow  " samples,  taken  in  con- 
nection with  milk  consigned  to  a dairy  in  the  town 
from  a neighbouring  County. 

Proceedings  were  instituted,  and  after  a post- 
ponement the  case  was  heard  on  February  24th, 
1949.  The  proceedings  were  against  four  farmers, 
partners  in  business.  The  defendants  using  the 
provision  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  arranged  to 
have  proceedings  taken  against  their  cowman  as 
the  person  responsible.  At  the  hearing,  the  case 
against  the  farmers  was  dismissed  and  the  cow- 
man was  hired  £2  10s.  Od.  on  each  of  the  two 
charges,  together  with  £3  17s.  4d.  costs. 


Tuberculous  Milk. 


Section  25,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Two  samples  of  ungraded  and  twenty-one  of  graded  milk  were 
submitted  to  the  Biological  Test  for  the  tubercle  bacillus. 


All  results  proved  negative,  and  particulars  regarding  these  samples 
were  forwarded  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the  bacteriological  examina- 
tion of  these  samples  since  1928  : — 

Year. 

No.  of 

Samples. 

No. 

Positives. 

Percentage 

Positive. 

1928 

28 

3 

10.7 

1929 

31 

1 

3.2 

1930 

31 

1 

3.2 

1931 

40 

3 

7.5 

1932 

45 

8 

4.4 

1933 

42 

3 

7.1 

1934 

40 

5 

12.5 

1935 

83 

13 

15.6 

1936 

85 

11 

12.9 

1937 

87 

12 

13.8 

1938 

89 

1 

1.1 

1939 

87 

6 

6.9 

1940 

86 

3 

3.4 

1941 

86 

1 

1.2 

1942 

100 

2 

2.0 

1943 

100 

2 

2.0 

1944 

100 

2 

2.0 

1945 

36 

0 

0.0 

1946 

38 

2 

5.2 

1947 

14 

0 

0.0 

1948 

23 

0 

0.0 

In  two  cases  brucella  abortus  was  discovered,  and  information 
forwarded  to  the  Animal  Health  Division,  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 
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Sale  of  Milk  Under  Special  Designations. 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1936 — 1941,  milk  may 
be  sold  under  the  following  designations  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested, 

Accredited, 

Pasteurised, 

or  two  designations  may  be  combined  and  milk  may  be  sold  as  Tuberculin 
Tested/Pasteurised. 

In  addition,  under  Defence  Regulation  55G  made  by  Order  in  Council, 
January  20th,  1944,  milk  may  be  sold  as  Heat  Treated  milk,  providing  the 
Regulations  and  tests  are  complied  with.  The  Ministry  of  Food  make  a 
financial  grant  to  dairymen  who  heat  treat  their  milk. 

The  following  licences,  under  these  orders,  were  in  force  during  the 
year  : — 

Premises  at  which  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  is  bottled  ...  ...  5 

Other  premises  from  which  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  is  sold  by  retail 

but  bottled  elsewhere  15 

Premises  in  which  Pasteurising  is  carried  on  . . . ...  ...  ...  3 

Premises  from  which  Pasteurised  milk  is  sold  by  retail  other  than 

those  included  in  the  preceding  item  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 


Heat  Treatment. 

Premises  included  in  the  above  granted  a heat  treatment  permit  by 
the  Ministry  of  Food  (i.e.  Premises  already  licensed  by  the 
Council  for  Pasteurising)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  premises  granted  a heat  treatment  permit  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food  where  the  Council  have  not  granted  a Pasteurising 
licence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


37 


One  hundred  and  thirty-nine  samples  of  Designated  milk  were 
submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  ; this  number  is  made  up  in  the 
following  manner  showing  also  the  results  obtained. 


CLASS  OF  MILK 

No.  of 
Samples 
Tested 

Appropriate  Tests 

No.  of 

Samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

30 

Phosphatase 

Methylene  Blue 

24 

17 

6 

13 

Heat  Treated 

75 

Phosphatase 

Methylene  Blue 

61 

42 

14 

33 

Sterilised 

Nil 

Phosphatase 

Methylene  Blue 

Ni 

Ni 

1 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised) 

12 

Phosphatase 

Methylene  Blue 

12 

12 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Certified) 

22 

Methylene  Blue 

Coliform 

(No  Test  on  one  S 

14 

13 

ample) 

8 

8 

Accredited 

Nil 

Methylene  Blue 

Coliform 

Ni 

Ni 

1 

1 

The  phosphatase  test  is  used  to  indicate  whether  milk  has  been 
properly  heat  treated.  It  is  a sensitive  and  reliable  test.  The  number  of 
failures,  i.e.  about  20%  is  disturbing.  It  is  felt  that  greater  skill  and  more 
care  and  attention  is  needed  in  operating  certain  of  the  plants. 

A large  quantity  of  milk  retailed  by  dairymen  in  Cambridge  is 
received  from  a supplier  and  pasteuriser  in  Huntingdonshire.  The  milk 
is,  in  fact,  pasteurised,  but  is  not  sold  under  this  designation  by  many  of 
the  retailers.  The  pasteurising  plant  has  been  inspe%ed,  and  close 
contact  is  maintained  with  St.  Ives  R.D.C.  in  whose  area  it  is  situated. 
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Registration  and  Supervision  of  Premises  Where  Food  is  Prepared 

for  Sale. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Sections  13,  14,  20  and  22. 

Sections  13  and  14  deal  with  cleanliness,  repair,  and  provision  of 
washing  accommodation  at  food  premises,  together  with  powers  of 
registration  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Under  Section  14  the  following  number  of  premises  are  registered 

Manufacture  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  i o 

iz 

Sale  only  of  Ice  Cream  ...  n- 

Preparation  and  manufacture  of  Sausages,  Potted,  Pressed,  Pickled 

or  Preserved  Food  intended  for  sale  (including  Fried  Fish)  . . 96 

During  the  year  the  following  applications  were  received  and  dealt 
With  as  shown  : 


Applications  for 
Registration. 

Granted. 

Not 

Granted. 

Sale  only  of  Ice  Cream 

19 

18 

1 

Sale  and  Manufacture  of  Ice 

Cream 

4 

3 

1 

Preparation  and  Manufacture 
of  Sausages,  Potted, 
Pressed,  Pickled  or  Pre- 
served Food  intended  for 
sale  

3 

2 

1 

During  the  year  839  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  and  various 
detects  were  remedied  chiefly  by  informal  action. 


Public  Houses  and  Licensed  Premises. 

These  premises  are  subject  to  Section  13,  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
regarding  cleanliness,  washing  accommodation,  etc. 

A certain  number  of  visits  have  been  made  during  the  day  and  even- 
ing opening  hours.  In  many  cases  improvement  is  required  in  methods  of 
glass  washing. 


Bakehouses. 

Thirty-seven  bakehouses  were  in  use  during  1948,  some  of  which  are 
m connection  with  restaurants. 


Summary  of  inspection  . 

No.  of  inspections 
No.  of  defects  found  ... 

No.  of  defects  remedied 
No.  cleansed  and  limewashed 


81 

10 

6 

4 


• • * 
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Ice  Cream. 

Quality. 

There  are  no  legal  standards  laid  down  for  quality,  for  example  fat 
content  as  in  the  case  of  milk.  No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year. 


Cleanliness  and  Purity. 

There  are  no  legal  bacteriological  standards  for  ice  cream. 

In  1947  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  with  the  Ministry  of 
Health  put  forward  certain  grades,  based  on  a Methylene  Blue  reduction 
test.  These  grades  were  provisional,  and  were  ohered  as  a guide  for 
classifying  ice  cream  samples. 

The  gradings  were  : — • 


Time  to  reduce 

Methylene  Blue. 

Provisional 

Grade. 

Interpretation. 

4J  hours  or  longer 

1 

Satisfactory. 

2\  to  4 hours. 

2 

Fair. 

J to  2 hours 

3 

Unsatisfactory. 

9 ...  ...  ...  ... 

4 

Very  unsatisfactory. 

Owing  to  doubts  regarding  the  application  of  the  tests,  sampling  was 
not  begun  until  late  summer.  Twenty  samples  were  taken  with  the 
following  results. 

Grade  1 

••• 

5 

Grade  2 

•••  ••• 

— 

Grade  3 

• • • • • • • . . 

6 

Grade  4 

• * • • • • • • • 

9 

Total 

20 

Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947. 

These  regulations,  made  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  came  into 
force  on  1st  May,  1947,  their  purpose  mainly  being  to  provide  for  the  heat 
treatment  of  the  ice  cream  mix,  the  prevention  of  contamination  and 
sanitary  control  of  the  product. 

Legal  action  regarding  offences  has  not  been  found  necessary. 
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Restaurants  and  Hotels. 

There  are  68  restaurants  in  the  Borough. 

A large  number  of  visits  have  been  made  to  these  premises,  and 
certain  improvements  were  effected  as  necessary. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  food  hygiene  and  sanitary  control  of  food 
premises  is  very  much  in  the  public  mind  at  present.  A Catering  Working 
Party  has  been  set  up  by  the  Government,  and  its  findings  will  be  awaited 
with  interest. 


Food  Poisoning. 

Sections  17  and  18. 

Seven  cases  of  food  poisoning  came  to  the  notice  of  the  department. 
Detailed  enquiries  were  made,  and  samples  of  food  taken  where  necessary. 


Milk  and  Dairies. 

There  are  in  the  Borough  10  cowsheds,  in  some  cases  with  dairies 
attached,  and  there  are  28  dairies  from  which  milk  is  sold  by  retail. 

Two  hundred  and  seventy  visits  were  made  to  cowsheds  and  dairies. 
Improvements  were  secured  in  certain  cases. 

Arising  out  of  unsatisfactory  conditions  at  one  dairy,  the  Council 
proposed  to  cancel  the  registration,  but  this  action  was  postponed  on  the 
owners  undertaking  (a)  to  reconstruct  the  dairy,  and  (b)  to  sell  milk  only 
in  sealed  containers  as  received  from  a wholesaler. 

Repairs  and  alterations  at  the  dairy  are  not  yet  completed. 


Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944. 

This  Act,  amending  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
relating  to  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  was  passed  in  1944,  and  was  to 
be  brought  into  force  on  a day  appointed  by  the  Minister.  This  appointed 
day  has  not  yet  been  fixed. 

The  purpose  of  the  Act  was  described  in  a white  paper  (Cmd.  6454). 
Under  the  Act  the  supervision  of  the  production  of  milk  passes  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  while  supervision  of  retail  distribution  will 
remain  with  the  Local  Authority. 
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Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

Slaughter-houses. 

The  number  of  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough  since  1920  are  as 
follows  ; — 

1920  1925  1930  1934  1935  1936  1940  1944  1946  1947  1948 

Registered  ...  13  10  9 8 8 8 — — — — 

Licensed  ...  12  12  11  11  10  9 15  3 3 3 3 

Slaughtering  arrangements  passed  into  the  control  of  the  Ministry 
of  Food  in  the  early  part  of  the  war  under  the  Livestock  (Restriction 
on  Slaughtering)  Orders,  and  three  slaughter-houses  in  the  Borough  are  at 
present  adapted  for  this  purpose,  and  are  licensed  annually  by  the  Council. 
They  are  : — 

East  Road  ...  ...  Messrs.  Winton-Smith,  Ltd. 

Sleaford  Street  . . . The  Cambridge  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd. 

Newmarket  Road  ...  Mr.  J.  Speechley. 

Meat  inspection  remains  in  the  hands  of  the  Local  Authorities’ 

inspectors,  and  all  animals  are  subject  to  post-mortem  inspection. 

The  slaughter-houses  serve  the  Borough  and  the  County,  and  occasionally 
districts  elsewhere,  including  London. 

The  slaughter-houses  have  been  improved  in  many  ways,  but  are  not 
suitable  for  the  demands  made  upon  them.  Improvements  in  washing 
accommodation,  means  of  sterilization  of  utensils,  and  meat  inspection 
facilities  are  required. 

The  facilities  made  available  at  the  Laboratory  of  the  Medical 
Research  Council  at  the  University  Department  of  Pathology  are  in 
constant  use  by  the  Inspectors  in  post-mortem  examination  of  carcases 
and  organs. 

1,511  visits  were  made  to  slaughter-houses.  Limewashing,  etc., 
was  carried  out  in  15  instances.  Various  repairs  were  recommended. 


Horseflesh. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Horseflesh  (Control  and  Maximum  Prices)  Order,  1941. 

A slaughter-house  in  Coldham’s  Lane  (Messrs.  Pink  Bros.)  is  licensed 
annually  for  the  slaughter  of  horses  for  human  consumption.  All  the 
meat  leaves  Cambridge  and  is  sold  in  London.  The  premises  are  of  good 
design  and  well  kept.  A large  refrigerated  cold  store  forms  part  of  the 
premises. 
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3,578  horses  were  slaughtered  during  1948.  The  amount  of  meat 
or  organs  condemned  because  of  disease  was  so  small  as  to  be  almost 
negligible. 

There  is  one  licensed  knacker’s  yard  in  the  area.  The  business 
is  very  well  conducted. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

The  administration  of  this  Act  remains  entirely  with  the  Council. 
Two  slaughtermen’s  licences  were  granted  during  the  year.  In  addition, 
there  are  34  licences  in  force. 


Meat  and  Disease  Statistics  and  Analyses. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  animals  inspected  for  the 
years  1939  and  1948  : — 


1939.  Previous  to  Government  Control. 


Beasts 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 


2835 

469 

12501 

12052 


Total  ... 


27857 


1948.  Under  Government  Control. 

COQO 

• ••  •••  •••  ••• 

3040 

• ••  •••  •••  ••• 

7714 

• ••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  a s ^ ^ 

1999 

• ••  •••  •••  •••  •••  A 


Total  ...  ...  ...  17314 


The  following  table  shows  the  weight  of  meat  condemned  during 

1948 


Tons. 

Cwts. 

Stns. 

Lbs. 

Beef 

23 

6 

6 

2 

Mutton  ... 

2 

— 

4 

6 

Pork 

2 

7 

o 

12 

Veal 

— 

11 

5 

10 

Total  Meat  condemned 

28 

6 

4 

2 

Beasts 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 
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The  following  table  shows  the  percentage  of  carcases,  whole  or  in 
part,  condemned,  showing  separate  figures  for  T.B.  only,  and  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  table  for  all  diseases  except  T.B.  : — 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

1 

Sheep  and 
Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed... 

4077 

1261 

3040 

1 

7714 

1222 

Number  inspected 

4077 

1261 

i 

3040 

771  4 

1222 

A ll  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

14 

1 

1 

9 

6 

19 

11 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

827 

365 

11 

385 

76 

P e r c e n^t  a g e of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuber- 
culosis 

20.63 

28.09 

0.55 

5.23 

7.03 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

19 

36 

— 

4 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

584 

382 

. 16 

1 

22 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis  . . . 

14.11 

33.16 

0.53 

— 

2.13 

Last  year  I drew  attention  to  the  percentage  figure,  31.07  of  cows 
affected  in  some  form  by  tuberculosis.  This  year  the  figure  is  shown  on 
the  above  table  as  very  similar,  i.e.,  33.16%.  Many  of  the  animals 
affected  came  direct  from  dairy  herds.  These  figures  emphasise  the  need 
for  the  eradication  of  bovine  tuberculosis.  Many  experts  feel  that 
greater  national  effort  is  needed  towards  this  end. 


Inspection  of  Foods  other  than  Meat. 


List  of  Food  Condemned  : — 


Bacon  ... 

Pkts. 

Tons.  Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Stns 

1 

Cereal  ... 

226 

— — 

— 

— 

Cheese... 

— 

— — 

— 

4 

Dates  ... 

— 

~ — 

— 

— 

Dried  Eggs  . . . 

13 

— — 

— 

— 

Dried  Peaches 

— 

_ _ 

— 

1 

Fish  

— 

1 

3 

— 

S.R.  Flour 
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— — 

— 

— 

Macaroni 

64 

— — 

— 

— 

Potatoes 

— 

4 

2 

— 

Sugar  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Ham  ... 

— 

— — 

3 

3 

Tea 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Biscuits 

— 

— — 

— 

10 

Sauce  ... 

Eggs 

Rye  Flour 

1607 

402  Bottles 

- - 6 

1 

Smaller  quantities  of  the  following  were  also  dealt  with  : — 


Coffee 

Orange  Juice 

Dried  Potatoes 

Grapefruit  Squash 

Margarine 

Fowls 

Salt 

Vinegar 
Cake  Mixture 
Custard  Powder 
Olives 
Semolina 

Christmas  Pudding 
Sponge  Mixture 
Chestnuts 
Betox 

Tomato  Juice 
Horse-radish  Sauce 
Pickled  Onions 
Chutney 
Prunes 
Apple  Butter 
Gravy  Browning 
Mint  Sauce 
Mustard  Sauce 
Fish  Cakes 
Tongue 
Pepper 
Pearl  Barley 


Oats 

Spaghetti 

Farinoca 

Suet 

Black  Pudding 
Marmite 
Cocoa 
Mustard 
Cake  Flour 
Tongue  Root 
Mussels 
Olive  Oil 

Mixed  Fruit  Pudding 

Jelly 

Gelatine 
Date  Pudding 
Honey 
Currants 
Oatcakes 
Salad  Dressing 
Tomato  Ketchup 
Goat  Offal 
Tomato  Puree 
Chocolate 
Sago 

Beef  Cubes 
White  Pepper 
Syrup 
Fish  Paste 
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Tinned  Foods. 

Meat.  Jam. 

Milk.  Vegetables. 

Fish.  Soup. 

Fruit. 

Total  number  of  tins — 7404. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  FOR  THE  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health. 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

203 

4 

- 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 
♦Other  premises  under  the  Act  (including 
works  of  building  and  engineering  con- 
struction, but  not  including  outworkers’ 

26 

premises) 

3 

• — - 

— 

Total 

♦Electrical  Stations  should  be  reckoned  as 
factories. 

232 

4 

_ 

2.— DEFECTS  EOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which  Pro- 
secutions 
were 

instituted. 

(5) 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found. 

(2) 

Remedied. 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

(4) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1 ) - 

3 

3 

i 

Overcrowding  (S.  2)  ... 

. • • 

— 



— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperatures  (S.  3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.  4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.  6)  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

unsuitable 

17 

17 

— 

— 

(S.7) 

not  separate 
for  sexes 

7 

7 

Other  Offences 

(Not  including  offences  relating  to 
Home  Work  or  offences  under 
the  Sections  mentioned  in  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  (Factories  and  Work- 
shops Transfer  of  Powers)  Order, 
1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories 
Act,  1937) 

Total 

29 

29 

— 

• — 
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3.— HOME  WORK. 

List  of  Out-Workers  (Part  VIII,  Section  110). 


List  received  from  employers. 


Wearing  Apparel 


Twice  in  the 
Year. 

Total  Out- 

Lists.  Lists.  Workers. 

A 


Once  in  the 
Year. 

Out- 

Lists.  Workers. 


Addresses  of 
Out-workers 


(1)  Making,  etc  ...  ...  67 

Received  from  other 
Councils  ... 
Forwarded  to  other 
Councils  ... 

Prosecutions  (failure  to  send  in  lists) 

No.  of  inspections  of  Out- workers' 
Premises 

Out-work  in  unwholesome  Premises 
(Sec.  Ill) 

Out-work  in  infected  Premises 
(Sec.  Ill) 


32 

1 

6 


148 

1 

40 

32 


_A» 


6 

2 


7 

2 


4.— REGISTERED  FACTORIES. 
Factories  on  the  Register  (S.  8)  at  the  end  of  the  year 
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5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : 

Class.  Number. 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act 

( . 1 )...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^1 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  f Notified  by  H.M. 

Inspector  as  remediable  under  the  Inspector  ...  - 

Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  J Reports  of  action 
Factory  Acts  (S.  3)  sent  to  H.M. 


Inspector 


Others ... 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Part  V. 

Three  hundred  and  thirty-five  visits  were  made  to  houses,  schools,  and 
places  of  work  in  connection  with  the  investigation  of  infectious  disease  by 
the  Inspectors  and  Sanitary  Assistant. 
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Disinfection. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  diseases,  etc.,  necessitating  disinfection 
of  rooms  : — 


From  Private  Houses. 


Disease. 

No.  of  Rooms. 

Scarlet  Eever 

83 

Diphtheria  ... 

8 

Tuberculosis 

81 

Cancer 

5 

Others 

25 

Total 

202 

Disinfection  Station. 

A modern  steam  disinfector  was  installed  at  the  Isolation  Hospital 
shortly  before  the  war. 

In  view  of  the  coming  into  force  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1948,  the  Council  considered  the  situation  which  might  arise  from  the 
change  of  control  of  the  Hospital,  and  decided  to  set  up  a Disinfection 
Centre  for  the  Borough.  It  was  felt  that  this  need  not  be  proceeded  with 
if  suitable  arrangements  could  be  made  for  the  use  of  the  existing  facilities. 
Subsequently  the  United  Cambridge  Hospitals’  Board  and  the  Council 
agreed  on  suitable  terms  and  the  arrangement  is  working  satisfactorily. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


There  are  five  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough 
as  follows  : — 


“ The  Wheelwright’s  Arms,”  East  Road 
” Horse  and  Jockey,”  East  Road 
''  The  George  IVth,”  East  Road 
“ The  Central,”  East  Road 
The  Church  Army  Hostel,”  Willow  Walk 


6 Lodgers. 


7 

14 

18 

37 


y y 


y y 


Total  ... 


82 


Eourteen  routine  visits  were  made  to  Lodging  Houses  during  the 
year.  Conditions  were  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  the  Central  Lodging  House,  105  East  Road,  passed 
into  different  ownership  and  was  converted  into  a hostel  for  transport 
drivers.  The  registration  as  a common  lodging  house  was  cancelled  in 
October,  1948. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT,  1919. 

There  are  two  rat-catchers  under  the  control  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee. 

The  statement  set  out  below  shows  the  action,  etc.,  taken  in  1948  : — 

Number  of  enquiries  and  requests  received  ...  380 

Number  of  rats  destroyed  ...  ...  ...  1 562 

In  addition,  poison  “ takes  ” were  found  in  195  cases.  The  number 
of  rats  killed  in  this  way  can  only  be  estimated.  The  number  of  visits  to 
various  premises  was  1875. 


CARAVANS. 

Cambridge  Corporation  Act,  1932. 

Under  the  Act  the  following  sites  are  approved  : — 

Adjoining  132  Scotland  Road  12  Caravans. 

Belonging  to  Mrs.  Harris,  Coldham’s  Lane  ...  12  ,, 

Fen  Road,  Chesterton  ...  ...  ...  ...  12  ,, 

During  the  year,  owing  chiefly  to  the  deplorable  housing  situation, 
the  demand  for  caravan  sites  has  continued.  No  further  sites  were 
approved. 

In  connection  with  sixteen  cases  of  proposed  sites  the  Council  raised 
no  objection  for  limited  periods,  which  were  extended  in  some  cases 
on  renewed  application.  In  one  case  action  was  taken  with  a view 
to  the  clearing  of  a site  illegally  occupied.  A number  of  vans  left  the 
district  during  the  year.  One  hundred  and  fourteen  visits  were  made  to 
van  sites. 


RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911-1928. 

No  matters  arose  under  these  Acts  during  the  year. 


PLACES  OF  PUBLIC  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Nine  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises,  including  8 cinemas 
and  3 theatres,  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  in  connection  with  sanitary 
accommodation,  ventilation,  etc. 

No  cases  arose  requiring  formal  statutory  action. 
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